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Alpette is a small Italian Town of about 270 inhabitants, located 51 km from the Turin metropolitan area, with its own town council.
Geographically, Alpette is situated on a plateau, 957 meters above the sea level, at the beginning of Valle dell’Orco and Valle Soana and at the gates of the historical National Park of Gran Paradiso.
The Town, surrounded by chestnut and birch woods, during the past centuries, has hosted famous people such as the Italian Queens Margherita of Savoy-Genoa and Elena of Montenegro; and an Italian writer, Emilio Salgari, still nowadays considered the father of Italian adventure fiction and a pioneer of science fiction his novels have been popular in Europe and Latin America, famous are The Tigers of Malaysia and Sandokan series.
The church of San Pietro e Paolo was built on 1864, on a previous church base of the 11th century, with valuable frescoes dating back to 1514. Another 16th century religious building is dedicated to San Rocco.
 On the surrounded territory and on the various hamlets several votive chapels can be found, running across fascinating walks immersed in nature amidst flora and fauna, but also, places witnesses of local historical events.
On the top of the building, that houses the local pubblic administration, there is the astronomical observatory Don
Giuseppe Capace, the second most important of the Piedmont region; its dome has a 5,5 meter circumference. Supported by the adjacent planetarium, every year Alpette hosts thousands of tourists and students, experts offer research activities in different fields.
However, for centuries, Alpette has been known for its copper processing, and history shows that at least 5 important mines were active in the valley. After being extracted, the copper was refined, melted and roughed. The processing was followed by several artisans, each with their own duties: hand beating, finishing touch, tinning where required and marketing.
The men who dealt with the copper were called ”magnin” a word meaning “copper worker” in Piedmontese. For decades, along with agriculture, was the main activity who provided to satisfy the local economy of Alpette.
At the beginning of industrialization, in the early 1900s, the “magnins”, whose skill was widely demonstrated, moved to the city, called by the Turin most important car manufacturers, offered their labor as sheet metal workers, but, at the same time, had to abandon their own culture environment.
Those who remained, even part-time, founded one of the first mutual-aid societies, later, in 1923 destroyed by the becoming of fascism. From 1943 to May 1945 Alpette became one of the centers of the Endurance freedom from Nazi-fascism, hosting one of the Italian Garibaldi resistance brigades named “Titala” from its fighting name commander Battista Goglio, who died in combat.
The town, in memory of the origins of its men and women, wanted some years ago to dedicate an ecomuseum that focused on the identity of the place, enhance the welfare and local cultural heritage under the name of "Ecomuseum of copper, work and resistance". The structure offers over 800 pieces of copper craftsmanship, work tools for making, various artifacts and workshop tools, clothes used by the people over the centuries.
Since 2014, in memory of the Liberation struggle, the ecomuseum has opened a new wing dedicated to this theme by hosting several descriptive posters, photos, newspapers of the time and some war clothing.
Every year school groups are invited for historical cultural lessons, including a copper laboratory experience, where, with the assistance of a master coppersmith, students can try themselves to reproduce manually small objects.
Adjacent to the ecomuseum there is the municipal library offering thousands of books and publications, made available to both residents and vacationers. 
During the summer season, among other things, the local community organizes numerous entertainments and events based on historical, sporting and cultural re-enactments.

(English version by Adriana Baldassi – Turin Italy)
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